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sibility for a fresh international crisis and possible bloodshed,"
And then, "suddenly rousing her spirit," she might decide to
oppose a Germany which by that time had thoroughly rearmed
and possibly added to its own manpower the manpower of
Austria*
I suggested that the first course, though highly dangerous,
would not necessarily lead to general war; that the second
would not necessarily lead to general war either, though the
relentless extension of Nazi power would doubtless provoke
wars in Eastern Europe; but that the third definitely meant
war, "perhaps a long war," and "with the upshot in doubt."a
That was in 1934. Hitler had been in power in Germany
only a year. But already it was plain that the scroll History
was preparing to unroll was exceedingly black. She unrolled
it with amazing speed.
In March of the next year Nazi Germany formally de-
nounced the disarmament clauses in the Treaty of Versailles.
In September Mussolini attacked Ethiopia. In March 1936
Hitler sent his troops into the Rhineland. In May the Italian
armies reached Addis Ababa; sanctions had failed, the League
had failed. In July General Franco began his revolt against
the Spanish Republic. In October came the proclamation of
the Rome-Berlin Axis. In March 1938 Germany seized and
occupied Austria, The Czech crisis now began, and came to a
head in September at Munich. Chamberlain signed a special
treaty of friendship with Hitler. Bonnet signed one with Eib-
bentrop. In March 1939 the Czecho-Slovak state was anni-
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